
How to Fix a Stretched or Loose Canvas
By following a series of steps you will be able to fix a damaged, stretched or loose canvas. This

without the need for plaster (yeso).
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INTRODUCTION

If a canvas painting is not placed in safe place, other objects can damage or stretch and deform the
canvas fabric. This repair method will demonstrate how to shrink the canvas and save you money in
the process. It is not necessary to re-stretch the canvas or pay to do this professionally. Following
these steps ensures a successful finish and a fully fixed canvas. It is important to note that if your
painting is valuable, you may want to go to a professional art restorer.

TOOLS:
Dishcloth (1)
Hair Dryer (1)
Towel (1)
Spray Bottle (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/MR-SIGA-Microfiber-Cleaning-Cloth-Pack/dp/B07HRCDDL1/ref=pd_sim_sccl_4/144-7272304-8372523?pd_rd_w=TU9rZ&pf_rd_p=8760d041-1fd3-4319-a0fc-a8e6256063c1&pf_rd_r=KMK61HR4WA8SPGT7WVP8&pd_rd_r=a619861d-2776-4aad-89f3-f257b1169c21&pd_rd_wg=oXiE0&pd_rd_i=B07HRCDDL1&psc=1
http://www.amazon.com/Conair-1875-Tourmaline-Ceramic-Dryer/dp/B00132ZG3U/ref=sr_1_5?s=beauty&ie=UTF8&qid=1435005850&sr=1-5&keywords=hairdryer&refinements=p_85%253A2470955011
https://amzn.com/B002S52ZJ4
http://www.amazon.com/24-Oz-Sprayer-Bottles-Pack/dp/B00008VXNE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1393280009&sr=8-1&keywords=spray+bottle


Step 1 — How to Fix a Stretched or Loose Canvas

 

Fill a spray bottle with water at room temperature.

In case that you do not have a spray bottle you can use a dishcloth and moisten it.

Step 2

  

Close the spray bottle tightly.

Turn the nozzle to spray.

How to Fix a Stretched or Loose Canvas Draft: 2022-06-14Guide ID: 149056 -

This document was generated on 2022-06-16 04:05:43 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 3 of 6



Step 3

 

Put a towel on a flat surface and lay the canvas face down on the towel.

Step 4

  

Carefully wet the entire backside of the canvas with the spray, or press water onto the canvas with
the dishcloth.



Only spray until it is damp. Do not soak the canvas.

It does not matter if the canvas is new, old, has unfinished artwork or it is completed.
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Step 5

 

Turn on the dryer so warm air comes out.

Step 6

  

Blow dry the canvas with a hair dryer on warm until it's completely dry.

Keep the hair dryer at least 3 to 5 inches away from the canvas.

Do not place the hair dryer directly on the canvas. The heat from the hair dryer can burn the
canvas.
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If it does not work, you should follow another guide where plaster is used in the canvas.

Step 7

 

Flip the canvas over and check that it is to your liking.

Flip the canvas again and double check.

Repeat the process again if the canvas is not completely fixed.
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